SATIRE PROJECT
Purpose:  To demonstrate your knowledge of the purpose and techniques of satire.

METHOD:
1. Choose a local or world problem to satirize.

2. Brainstorm all the reasonable solutions to the problem.

3. Brainstorm all the wild, satirical solutions to the problem.

4. Choose a method of presentation: an ad campaign (online or print), a video, a podcast, a slideshow, a presentation to the UN/government of Canada/etc., a song, a skit, a comic, political cartoon….

5. 	      Remember that you must clearly explain:
· the source of the problem
· the reasonable solutions which could be tried
· your own satirical solution
· all of the benefits of your satirical solution



Satire Project - Planning
	World or local problem:



	List of reasonable solutions to the problem:







	Possible wild, satirical solutions to the problem:







	Explain the satirical techniques to be used (exaggeration, parody, irony, reversal, incongruity/absurdity):

	Method of presentation:






SATIRE PROJECT 
EVALUATION RUBRIC


	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Satirical solution to problem and use of satirical techniques
	No clear solution. 
No clear understanding of what satire is.
	Slightly satirical; a vague understanding of satire. Use of 1-2 satirical techniques.
	Somewhat satirical but sometimes
Clichéd.
Solution not all that far- fetched. Use of 2-3 satirical techniques.
	Mocking; knee- slappingly satirical.  Out-there kind of solution. Use of 3-4 satirical techniques.

	Explanation of solution/persuasion/
advantages. 

Use of logos, ethos, pathos
	Not really any apparent advantages.
	Only 1 simple advantage.  Needs more reasons why this is a great solution.
	Logical and clear.  More than one advantage.
	Extremely logical and persuasive.  
Several advantages.

	Actual solutions
	None either
inferred or directly presented.
	Only 1 solution present and very indirectly presented – we had to guess at what he/she was getting at.
	Cliched but existent either through inference or direct presentation
	Well thought out and clear.  Avoided the usual clichés or came up with several original solutions.

	Representation of idea
	No evidence of representation/
creativity.  Just notes and words without a synthesis to a new form
	Plain Jane without any signs of originality, but went beyond mere notes and information.
	Attempts clearly made at creativity.  Some more originality would help.
	Original and unique.  Appropriate
 form for concept.





Examples of Satirical Cartoons
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BECKHEAD COMICS By Paul Beckman
YOU'RE SMILING?

THIS ABDUCTION
ISN'T TERRIFYING?

HONESTLY ...I'M
JUST HAPPY TO
GET OUT OF THE
OUSE FOR A BIT,
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Address to Parliament:
Prohibition of the Sale of Industrial Strength Shocolate
English 12

The subject of prohibiting the sale of Industrial Strength Shocolate in Canada has
been oft discussed in higher circles, but today it has come to the attention of Canadian
Parliament. It is our suggestion that the sale of this product in Canada be banned
immediately, for it causes terrible moral corruption within our great country! Our young
people are being perverted at a shocking pace by this appalling blight upon our society. If
the sale of this product is allowed to continue we will be thrust into a downward spiral of
impending doom. It is to avert great peril that we must urge the prohibition of Industrial
Strength Shocolate.

The cystic acne caused by this product has put our young people in dire straights, and
has created riotous situations in our schools. Suicidal tendencies now exist in over half
the teen population due to social self consciousness caused by the severe deformities of
this disease provoked by Industrial Strength Shocolate. The severe mental damage that
this product inflicts on our young people is reason enough to ban the sale of this atrocious
substance in our beautiful country.

The extreme good spirits caused in some by the consumption of this product have
created the largest population explosion in history. People all over Canada are
procreating at an astounding rate. Within a decade we will have exceeded the limits of
our borders and communities will spill over into the US and Mexico. The rate of
population growth has confounded many of our best professors causing their untimely
deaths. The laughter of celebrating people has deafened thousands, and several species of
dust mites have gone extinct within the last two years due to being consumed in the
chocolate.

The methane gas produce by those suffering from uncontrollable bowel
movements has caused Canada to exceed its limit on greenhouse gasses by 350 percent.
The increase in pollution production has caused Canada’s international standing to falter
as the UN looks at us with increasing contempt. Other pollutants such as mass burning of
oil are necessary, but this can be prevented. The ban of the sale of Industrial Strength
Shocolate is imperative and this bill should be passed with all haste as it is the ONLY
solution to our terrible problem.

Though to some people the sale of this product maybe a minor problem, we
disagree with this mentality. Those who say that we should not waste our time on such a
trivial issue but rather, focus more on larger issues like child labour, deteriorating
education on world issues, racism, animal testing, and the sale of illegal products to
minors are over extending their reach. We must start with the symptoms to cure the
disease. Parliament must focus first and foremost on the small, but perilous uprisings
within our country. Shocolate must be banned to prevent other uprisings of damaging
social habits.




