Of Mice and Men Essay

Choose one of the following topics and respond in a well-developed, formal, multi-paragraph essay of approximately 600 words.
1. Choose one of the ideas below and explain how it is expressed in Of Mice and Men.  Consider characters and situations in the novel that “say” something about the idea.
a) friendship/loneliness b) responsibility c) differences (prejudice and intolerance) d) privilege
2. Curley’s Wife is presented at first as a dangerous and unlikable character.  Explain how, despite this, Steinbeck creates sympathy for her and her situation.
3. Slim is an “ideal” character.  What purpose does he serve in the novel?  Considering this purpose, is Steinbeck justified in idealizing Slim, or would Slim’s character be more effective or believable if it were somewhat flawed?  Explain.
4. Choose specific characters and explain why the idea of dreams is important or even necessary for these characters.  
5. Explain why setting is important to this novel.  *Remember, setting is time and place.
6. Was George justified in killing Lennie? Based on evidence in the novel, explain why or why not.

7. Explain how this story can be viewed as a critique of culture during 1930’s in the United States.
Basic Essay Structure
	Position in essay
	Things to include in paragraph(s)

	Paragraph #1: Introduction
	- hook

(optional) relevant background information (ex. definitions/explanations of terms; background information or historical context of work(s); brief summary of works…)

- title(s) and author(s) of work(s)

-thesis statement (must be your main idea and MUST relate to the topic on which you are writing)

	Paragraphs #2-4:

Body
	Include in each paragraph…

- transitions from one paragraph to the next

- topic sentence 

- PEE format (a main Point that supports your thesis; Example(s) from the text that illustrates your point- could be references to the text (in your own words) or quotations; and an Explanation of your example and how it supports/connects to your point/thesis)

-a concluding sentence

	Paragraph 5: Conclusion
	- summary of your main points

- the relevance of your essay/the ideas you’ve expressed

· Why does this topic matter?

· What should readers learn from your essay/analysis?

· How does this analysis help readers to better understand the work(s)/text(s)?


	Scoring Guide: Literary Essay
	6

Superior
	5

Proficient
	4

Competent
	3

Barely Adequate
	2

Inadequate
	1

Unacceptable

	Writing
	Exhibits an effective writing style and a sophisticated use of language.
	Demonstrates a strong command of the conventions of language.
	Writing is straight-forward.  Conventions of language are usually followed.
	The essay shows a sense of purpose.  Writing may be awkward.
	May be misunderstanding of task, or writing lacks control.
	May be too brief to address the topic.  Serious lack of control in the writing.

	Mechanics
	Despite its clarity and precision, the response need not be error-free.
	Errors may be present, but are not distracting.
	Some errors are evident.
	Errors may be distracting.
	Errors are recurring, distracting, and impede meaning.
	Paper is, at times, unintelligible or may be too brief to assess accurately.

	Comprehension
	Superiority may draw upon any number of factors (like depth of discussion, effectiveness of argument, or level of insight).
	Strong grasp of both topic and text.
	The assertions in the essay tend to be simplistic or literal; no significant errors in understanding.
	Understanding of topic or text may be partially flawed, or little evidence to show understanding.
	Understanding of topic or text may be seriously flawed.
	Response does not meet the purpose of the task.  May be too brief.

	Organization/References to text
	Thesis clearly states central idea.  References insightfully expand on this idea, are incorporated smoothly, and convincingly support the thesis.
	Writing is well-organized.  References to text convincingly support the thesis.  Quotations are incorporated smoothly.
	
	Writing is organized.  References are present and appropriate, but may be limited.  May be incorporated awkwardly.
	Support may consist of long references to the text which are not clearly connected to the central idea, or may be meager or repetitive.
	Little support       No support for      

given for               ideas, or 

ideas.                    support

                               that is off-topic 

                               (i.e. does not 

                               come from

                               text).




