Of Mice and Men 
Close Reading: Section 3 (p.38-65)       

 Name____________________
English 12

Steinbeck is an author who is very deliberate about his writing.  He takes great care to ensure that everything in the novel contributes to his purpose.  In chapter 3, Steinbeck uses a number of techniques to build tension and/or suspend that tension (by delaying the action) in the moments before Candy’s dog is shot.

Your task is to…

· Re-read the section of the novel from “I don’t see no reason…” to “…and lay silent” (p. 47-49).

· Find specific examples of the five different techniques below and explain how each contributes to the tension of the moment.

1. Stalling the narrative (i.e. taking the focus off of the main narrative strain- the dog’s fate- and focusing on sub-plots)
Example:_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation:__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Use of pauses and silence

Example:_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation:__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Turn over…

3. Descriptions of sights and sounds

Example:_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation:__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. Symbolism

Example:_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation:__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Use of verbs (action words) and adverbs (words that describe the verbs)

 Example:_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation:__________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

