Incorporating Quotations
English 12

It is important to use quotations in your literary writing; it is equally important to do so smoothly, so that they seem a natural part of your essay.  An essay should be mostly your own words: quotations are simply there as support for your ideas.  Also, they should not simply repeat your words; they should be used only if they can add to the essay (detail, explanation, emphasis, specification, etc).

Ideally, try to incorporate the quotation as a part of your own sentence.

E.g. Clearly there is great racial tension in Burma at this time; the English officers do not value the lives of the Burmese, even going so far as to say that “it was a damn shame to shoot an elephant for killing a coolie, since an elephant was worth more than any damn Coringhee coolie.”
You can also just incorporate a few words of quotation in a sentence.

E.g. The Burmese have little individual power- the owner of the elephant can do nothing since he is “only an Indian”- but they clearly have power as a group, as it is this power that pushes the narrator to shoot the elephant against his conscience and better judgment.
Alternately, you could use a quotation to support or help explain your idea.
E.g. The incident with the elephant leads to Orwell’s epiphany regarding the nature of imperialism: “[He] perceived in that moment that when the white man turns tyrant it is his own freedom that he destroys.”

Incorporate the following quotations more effectively using each of the methods above at least once. You may change the sentence and edit the quotation, so long as the meaning stays the same.
1. As the English police officer finds himself in an undesirable situation, he finds out about the real nature of imperialism.  “It was a tiny incident in itself, but it gave me a better glimpse than I had had before of the real nature of imperialism- the real motives for which despotic governments act.”

2. The narrator of the essay does not like his job; in fact, he hates it.  “As for the job I was doing, I hated it more bitterly than I can perhaps make clear.”

3. Orwell is caught between hating the Burmese and wanting to please them.  “My whole life, every white man’s life in the East, was one big struggle not to be laughed at.”
4. Everyone in the town that the narrator is supposed to be in control of hates him for his race and position.  “In an aimless, petty kind of way, anti-European feeling was very bitter.”

5. Secretly, the officer wants nothing more than to abolish imperialism and quit his job, but he cannot express these feelings freely without consequence.  “I had to think out my problems in the utter silence that is imposed on every Englishman in the East.”

6. Orwell uses vivid similes in the essay in order to create sympathy for the dying elephant.  “The thick blood welled out of him like red velvet.”
