Spoken Word Poetry						Name__________________________
English 12
Choose a spoken word, then complete the questions below for your poem. Unless otherwise specified, feel free to use point form. Look at the class website for links, or choose your own.
Possible poets: Shane Koyczan, Taylor Mali, Sarah Kay, Andrea Gibson, JB the First Lady, Lemon Anderson, Roxanne Hannah-Ware, Tanya Evanson, Marion Carey, Adam A. Anderson, Rives.

Title_____________________________________________  Poet________________________

1. What is this poem about? Explain in a short paragraph. (3)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. a) Who is the speaker of the poem? Is it the author of the poem, a different persona (the author writing in character), or is it unclear? How can you tell? (2)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. a) What is the tone (the attitude the author has towards the topic: humorous, uplifting, optimistic, sarcastic, sad, depressed, anxious, aggressive or angry, etc.) of the poem? (1)
______________________________________________________________________________

b) Quote a part of the poem that exemplifies this tone. (1)
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. a) Sound devices are integral to spoken word poetry as they often help to create rhythm, tone and mood. Sound devices include: rhyme, alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, euphony, cacophony. Name two kinds of sound devices your poet uses, and quote an example of each from the poem. (2)

Device 1: ___________________________________
Example 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________
	
Device 2: ____________________________________
Example 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________
b) Choose one of the two sound devices from the last question and explain its impact on the poem or listeners. What is its purpose? (2)
Device______________________
Purpose: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Find an example of figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, paradox, etc.) in the poem that you think is powerful. Identify the type of figurative language, quote it, and then explain what the device means and why it’s effective. (5)

Type of figurative language: _______________________
Quotation that includes example of figurative language: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explanation of meaning: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why it’s effective:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Lastly, give me your personal response to the poem. You might want to include such things as why you chose it, how it might relate to your life or experience, why you think its message is important… (4)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
