




Essay Types

When writing the original composition (otherwise known as the “prompt” essay or personal essay), you may write in any genre, including expository, narrative, or argumentative.  The original composition should be roughly 300-350 words, or about five well-developed paragraphs.

Expository Essay
      Expository essays require that the writer give information, explain the topic or define something. To accomplish that, they are best developed by the use of specific examples (facts, cause and effect relationships, or even personal experience). Since they are factual, they are usually written in the third person. That means that the use of the pronoun "I" is not usually found within the essay, unless it is in an example of personal experience.
     Expository essays also have a distinct format. 
· The thesis statement must be defined and narrow enough to be supported within the essay. 

· Each supporting paragraph must have a distinct controlling topic and all other sentences must factually relate directly to it. The transition words or phrases are important as they help the reader follow along. 

· Finally, the concluding paragraph should restate the thesis and the main supporting ideas. Finish with a statement that reinforces your position in a meaningful and memorable way. 

· Never introduce new material in the conclusion. 

Narrative Essay
     When you write a narrative essay, you are telling a story. Narrative essays are told from a defined point of view, often the author's, so there is feeling as well as specific and often sensory details provided to get the reader involved in the elements and sequence of the story.  The story must have a purpose, and this purpose should be related to the essay topic.  When the writer uses this technique, he or she must be sure to include the conventions of storytelling: plot, character, setting, climax, and conclusion. It is usually filled with details that are carefully selected to explain, support, or embellish the story. The details should relate to the main point the writer is attempting to make (which, of course, must be related to the topic).  Be careful to use consistent verb tense in the story (don’t switch between past and present).
    
To summarize, the narrative essay
· is told from a particular point of view 
· has consistent verb tense
· makes and supports a point 

· is filled with precise detail 

· uses conflict and sequence as does any story 

· may use dialogue 

Persuasive Essay
     Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader that the point of view or course of action recommended by the writer is valid. To accomplish this, the writer must develop a limited topic which is well-defined and debatable (i.e. one could disagree with it). In this essay, the writer makes an argument and then supports the argument with evidence (facts and examples).
     There is a specific format to be followed for argumentative essays: 
· The topic sentence cannot be a fact as facts cannot be debated. It should be a clear and direct statement of position.  It should not seem personal so do not use personal pronouns (“I” and “you”). Make it definitive. 

· In the same introductory paragraph, state the three-four best reasons that you have to support your position.  These reasons become the topics of each of the three-four supporting paragraphs. Again, be sure you can support them with additional facts. 

· In the body of the essay, the writer uses specific evidence, examples, and statistics (not broad generalizations or personal opinions) to persuade the reader that the stated position is a valid one. Each topic sentence for the support paragraphs has been introduced in the introduction. 
· Be sure to use adequate transitions between paragraphs as they make it easy for the reader to follow the logic of the presentation. 

· As one closes the essay, it is most important to clearly redefine the topic and restate the most compelling evidence.  Remember, this is the last chance to remind the reader and convince him/her to accept the writer's position. 

· Do not introduce new material in the conclusion.
